Summary of the project ‘In Out Here & There’
The ésam, school of arts and media of Caen (higher education school in the field of visual arts), has just moved in a new building within a district (the peninsula of Caen) which is the place of a huge urbanization project. Cultural institutions such as the Cargö, a concert hall and stage dedicated to current musics, the ésam and the future Regional Media Library (BMVR), a day-care center (La Boussole/The Compass), companies, a café, a restaurant for long-distance truck drivers, a market hall known as Les Halles and ancient warehouses… The "inhabitants" and the users of this district in a full transformation process come together, mix but do not meet. Can we really leave those differences which could be seen as a great wealth to create links in order to get into a process of reflection, research and artistic creation?

Context

The peninsula of Caen presents a contrasted environment constituted of a former harbour area with many different buildings as mentioned above. It is an off-centered area yet it is close to the city center and to the new marina.

This heterogeneous and original district arouses a reflection on the notion of space and place, memory, an in-between period (time/space) and questions about the future… This urban development takes shape through the creation of significant cultural facilities and takes place gradually with the existing institutions themselves.

The ésam is an institution which in particular provides higher education trainings in the field of visual arts with workshops and training courses to a varied audience (from 6 to 99 years old) within the framework of a rich and diversified cultural programming. Thus the public is to be considered in his plural and intergenerational dimension. The structures live side by side but do not know each other very well.
The project, based on the meeting of the structures and the existing public is based on this finding. Some contacts have already taken place to make a connection between the staffs of the Cargö, the ésam, and La Boussole/The Compass. We are convinced that this project also concerns people out of the French borders. We do think that this concern can echo equivalent structures of ours which could become our future foreign partners. This is why we wish to lean on a European dynamics because, without any doubt, this project could be linked to the 2010 European year theme (fighting against exclusions and poverty) as well as the 2011 one on volunteering.
Exclusion / interrelationship / inside / outside / flows / relation to the city / artistic creation: reflection focuses
Exclusion is eminently urban, even if it does exist in the countryside. Now the society is getting more and more urbanized. So exclusion and poverty remain. No doubt that some countries such as Italy or Spain have different conceptions of poverty than ours; but does it mean that they have less exclusion? Obviously there is a cultural dimension which has to be taken into account. We would be glad to work on this topic and verify this hypothesis with our future European partners…
Exclusion, interrelationship and flows also concern body, space and time as well as codes of approach. Exclusion is the incapacity to give sense to reality or to create the conditions of connection between the world and the people. The connection can happen at the same time as societal conceptions, economic exchanges or political powers of cultural values that are fundamentally made of interpersonal relationship.
No doubt that institutional structures and people have to move closer to each other in order to create some links and give the possibility to the largest number of people to reach cultural and artistic purposes which are part of the social fabric. We know how it is a hard work to live in a world which is more and more in the throes of individualism, solitude and gloom and suffers from a lack of values. The artistic and cultural field can play henceforth an essential role. It is up to us to reinvent and re enchant the everyday life.

The poverty and the exclusion of one individual impoverish the whole society. Europe will be really strong when it will be possible for each of us to bloom there.
General objectives of the project
Through the meeting and the artistic creation we shall :

· Find and express the notions of body, time and space by means of a plastic expression (drawing, painting, photography, modeling, sculpture, performance, etc.)

· Reinstate a social and cultural body

· Improve the quality of life by reaching the cultural and artistic field

· Open fields of vision

· Look at the individual as a real person and not as an object to be repaired

· Give voice and free the anxieties, the sufferings, the hopes…

Specific objectives of the project

· Connecting the users of the peninsula of Caen while bringing to light the architectural, aesthetics and landscape values of the new district to come
· Taking into consideration the human being and the environment where he works or lives. It is also a way to value the potential of the district and the urbanistic heritage of the city.
· Opening to the world: from a local territory towards a European territory and raising the awareness of a European citizenship.

· Strengthened support for the artistic creation and the artistic experiment in a context of urban development and appropriation by the users and the visitors of the public place in a European prospect.
Actions foreseen
· Organize visits of infrastructures towards the public of each of the structures but also the public out of  the district (inhabitants of other districts, inhabitants of the built-up area of Caen, other visitors) and to the foreign partners

· Set up workshops of artistic creation supervised by artists, teachers …

· Organize exhibitions, performances intended to value the productions
· Create a festal event with European dimension or at a European scale

· Organize conferences and professional meetings with a European dimension through a reflection on the international development of the arts sector in a context of urban development and integration of the inhabitants, in a prospect of a European cooperation for a new interpretation of the public space

Expected results

The results expected from this project are (at least):

· Facilitate the flows of people and productions, while arousing the meeting of different stakeholders through cooperation projects
· Value sites and public and show the intrinsic wealth of all
· Develop the spaces of artistic creation by taking into account the multicultural dimension in a European reality
Aimed public

The users of these institutions situated in the Caen peninsula 

The inhabitants of Caen and the built-up area
Other visitors

The foreign partners, the artists and in particular the young emergent artists and the professionals of the artistic field
The European citizens
Duration of the project

12 or 22 months

Carrier of project

Ésam Caen

Contact : Emmanuel Becker, studies and international coordinator, ésam Caen
Steering committee and envisaged partnerships

ésam

Cargö

La Boussole/The Compass

The social service of the City of Caen

Artothèque of Caen

FRAC of Basse-Normandie

Museum of the Fine Arts of Caen

General Council of the Calvados

Regional Council of Basse-Normandie …

Experts

Teachers and artists, Educators
Contact person: Emmanuel Becker (Tel +33 (0)2 1437 2505, e.becker@esamcaen.fr) 
