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Sharing best practice, projects and partner SEARCH:
Skills and Employment
Suffolk County Council, a municipal authority in the UK, is currently delivering a UK-funded programme that supports enterprise, skills and employability actions.  

This year the programme is focusing on enterprise, skills development and business engagement through a network of 'LEAPS' - Learning Enterprise Access Points. These Access Points can be based in specialised centres, existing libraries, childrens' centres or existing service provision.  

LEAPs (Learning and Enterprise Access Points) offer free and impartial advice and guidance on gaining computer skills, learning for leisure, returning to study or work, higher education courses, improving qualifications and changing careers.

The LEAP project aims to improve access to education, training and skills across Suffolk and raise levels of educational attainment.  This service is particularly important now in light of the current economic situation.  It helps people who are currently facing redundancy and those looking for work, to help them retrain and develop their skills so they can quickly move back into sustainable employment.

The County Council wishes to explore possibilities for widening the partnership and learning from other similar projects in Europe in order to:-

· Learn from other best practice experiences and projects,

· Share our own experiences for the benefit of others, and/or

· Look at possible future collaboration involving funding.  
We would like to make contact with other public bodies and relevant organisations in Europe with a strong commitment to developing skills, employability, and the involvement of businesses in their localities. We are also interested in discussing possible future collaboration and partnerships.

Aims, objectives, and expected results
The current programme aims to improve the skills of existing workers, encourage young people to stay in education to a higher level, and to engage employers in training their staff.
Results of the programme are expected to include:-

· training places, 
· number of people assisted in their skills development, 
· businesses assisted in improving performance,
· impacts on the community.
Which kind of contacts/partners are sought?

· Public sector bodies, such as Local authorities

· Education institutions.

Who to contact for further information?
Lead partners are Suffolk County Council (http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/) and University Campus Suffolk (http://www.ucs.ac.uk/home.aspx).

For more information please contact:-

Frances Bedding 
External Funding Manager, Planning & External Funding Team

Planning & Performance Specialist Function 
Endeavour House 
Russell Road 
Ipswich IP1 2BX

Tel:  +44 7714 854998

Email: frances.bedding@suffolkcc.gov.uk
Alex Till
Email: alex.till@suffolkcc.gov.uk
