	Priority 2: Protect, secure and enhance the marine and coastal environment sustainability.
	Objective 2.1. – Improve maritime safety.

	 
	Objective 2.2. – Sustainable management and protection of the resources of marine spaces.

	 
	Objective 2.3. – Exploit the renewable energy potential of the marine and coastal environment.

	 
	Objective 2.4. – Protect and promote natural spaces, water resources and coastal zones.


Outline of project proposal under Interreg IV B Atlantic Area 
Expected Date of call – 6th. April 2009 

Closing 5th.  June 2009 

Total  Allocation  - €26 million 

4 priorities open – Private sector allowed to participate – subject to conditions and only travel and subsistence costs will be supported.

Lead Partner- Cork County Council Veterinary Department 

Outline of proposal.

The Atlantic area is predominantly an agricultural area where farming activities pose a number of series threats to water quality. This can arise through circumstances such as fertilizer run off to rivers and ground water, the improper treatment and disposal of food effluent and sludges and the growing use of phytosanitary products in the treatment of crops.  All of the foregoing have potential serious impacts  on the quality of ground and surface waters , leading to the deterioration of water quality and aquatic environments and importantly also posing serious threats to human and animal health .

In many cases agricultural operations produce much greater volumes of effluent than can be safely applied to land, leading to temporary storage being a common approach. Storage of such effluents can generate some worrying outcomes in terms of their toxicity to the environment and additionally can result in the production of antibiotic residues and harmful bacteria, artificial growth hormones, chemicals, and pathogens, which can over time leach in public drinking water sources. 
A major challenge facing communities in the Atlantic Are is that such pollution incidents either occur as a devastating event without warning due to the structural failure of holding tanks  or alternatively as a slow and gradual process due to slow leaching of effluent  into water sources over a period of time . The nature of the areas involved also results in water supplies being of a fairly rudimental narure at times, by means of single bored welss on farms, which do not have any automated or regular monitoring of the water quality. This is on a more frequent basis leading to serious threats to the health of persons living in these areas. 

The objectives of the project is to devise and share best practices between public authorities in the Atlantic Area on the protection of water sources from agricultural  pollution and in particular to establish systems and methodologies on the early detection of pathogens in the water supplies, with a vew to early interventions to protect public health.    

Indicative Partners.
Indicatively, partners in the project will include regional or other local authorites with responsibility for environmental protection, public vetinary officers , research laboratories , farm management and training organisations and health authorities. 

 Indicative Budget 
The indicative budget for the project is €1.00 - €1.2 million 
