PARTNER CALL FOR LEONARDO PROGRAMME – TRANSFER OF INNOVATION

PROJECT THEME:
The injection of dynamism into urban centres, using the "creativity" techniques generally employed by the culture sector and in particular by the events industry, through the organisation of festivals.
AIM OF THE PROJECT:
The training of those involved in business, culture/tourism and politics, and especially small businesses in town centres, in a "creative" approach with a view to changing their behaviour in favour of more dynamic town centre management.  Events such as festivals are a source of inspiration and a major driving force, which can help other players to become part of a town centre dynamic based on learning creativity techniques.

PROFILE OF THE LEAD ORGANISATION:
The Bureau Economique de la Province de Namur (BEP - http://www.bep.be) (Province of Namur Economic Development Agency) is an economic development agency operating at province level within the Walloon Region (Belgium).  The BEP has a wealth of experience in European programmes, which it manages on behalf of businesses and competitiveness centres and also for the municipal authorities and associations in the province.  Its Tourism and European Programmes Department acts as a catalyst for projects with the tourist industry and local organisations.  In this capacity, the Tourism Department intends to develop a LEONARDO project on behalf of certain towns within its sphere of operation (http://www.beptourisme.be).

PARTNER PROFILE:
Partners may come either from the public sector (administration, town councils, municipalities, etc.), or from the private sector (training centres, cultural or tourism associations, universities, chambers of commerce, etc.) and should have expertise in the handling and analysis of problems relating to town centre dynamics, in training or in the organisation of festival-type events.  Please note that the project is under development. It is bound, therefore, to evolve depending on the contribution of each partner.

TIMING - Horizon 2010:
This call for partners relates to 2010. The closing date and the selection of partners are set for the end of February to enable those selected to make a preparatory visit in April/May 2009.

NB: the principal common working language is French.

CONTACT: 

Marie-Carmen BINDELS

Europe Direct Namur
Bureau Economique de la Province de Namur
2 Avenue Sergent Vrithoff, 5000 NAMUR (BELGIUM)
Tel. +32/81/71.71.28 - Fax +32/81/71.82.54
Email: mcb@bep.be
For further information, see the attached Powerpoint file... 
