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INTRODUCTION

1. The Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) represents the 22 local authorities in
Wales, and the three national park authorities, the three fire and rescue authorities,
and four police authorities are associate members.

2. It seeks to provide representation to local authorities within an emerging policy
framework that satisfies the key priorities of our members and delivers a broad range
of services that add value to Welsh Local Government and the communities they
serve.

3. The WLGA believes that transnational co-operation has a vital role in helping to
achieve the Lisbon agenda, through the exchange of experience and good practice
between regional and local actors. Co-operating with partners within other member
states will allow the development of new activities, practices and systems and develop
strategic alliances.

4. The WLGA believes that transnational cooperation, in the context of spatial
development at a European level can add significant value to the activities and
development at the local level.

5. Local authorities have been one of the leading players in Wales in terms of maximising
the opportunities and benefits from the current North West Europe Interreg
programme. The programme proximity to local actors enables concrete project
development and strong involvement from local authorities, who have played a critical
part in developing and implementing projects to date, delivering innovative, strategic
results.

6. The benefits that can result from participation in a transnational working arrangement
can be considerable. The WLGA believes that pursuing transnational relationships can
lead to benefits at a number of levels: European, NWE level, national, regional and
local authority level benefits, as well as operational, project and individual benefits.

7. The WLGA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft Operational
Programme Objective3: Transnational Territorial Cooperation North West Europe, and

would welcome involvement in the programme as it evolves.
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Response to the questionnaire

1. Do you feel that the analysis of the present situation as described in
chapter 2 is accurate and the assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the
North West Europe area is appropriate?

The WLGA believes that the analysis provided in the Draft Operational Programme does
reflect the situation at present in the North West Europe (NWE) programme, and welcomes

the projects and results that have been developed trough the ESPON programme to date.

However, although the NWE programme when considered in its whole entirety as a

territori al uni t is the ,economic power house

regional disparities. For example, there are a number of NUTSII regions within the
programme area which (post 2006 and post enlargement) will receive fully convergence
funding. As a result the new programme must try to develop a NWE programme where the
policies are based on delivering the Lisbon agenda and economic growth.

The WLGA would welcomet he addition of , wave e odlingyrd
page 21, as the peripheral, coastal areas are currently developing strategies in this sector
that will contribute towards the goals of the Lisbon and Gothenburg Agendas.

With regards to the SWOT analysis as outlined on pages 41-43, the assessment of
weaknesses plays down the issues of the more peripheral / rural areas within the
progr amme. The i1issue of ,regional di spar i
the economy of the NWE programme is not highlighted and emphasised enough within the
JAccessibility and connectivity d i me qowering transport and the information society.
We would recommend that an extra point is added to the weaknesses here:

. Large regional disparities with regards to accessibility to transport and the information
society and related services especially within the rural and peripheral areas of the NWE
programme.

Please give details of any other relevant material relating to the socio-economic,
environmental and territorial state of the area’

Due to the fact that territorial development is shaped by policies at all levels of government
it would be helpful for future partners to easily access regional and national spatial plans —

und

ties
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potentially through the NWE website. National and regional instruments impact on the
territorial cohesion of the European Union and such policies play a significant role in
integrating and adding value to the Lisbon agenda framework.

2. Are you generally in favour of the proposed strategy as described in
chapter 3?

With regards to the proposed strategy the WLGA believes that the next programme from
2007-2013 must build upon the projects, results and achievements of the previous
programmes, namely Interreg IIC (1997-1999) and Interreg IIIB (2000-2006) — which local
authorities within Wales have played an vital role.

However, due to the diverse spatial dimensions of the NWE programme area, the WLGA
reiterates the need to address regional imbalances through developing joint projects /
initiatives financed through the NWE programme area. For example, it should not be taken
for granted that Priority 1 ,Foster i ndpased
economy"®* wil/l be addressed through work
programme, as implied on page 51. In areas of rural Wales we are able to demonstrate
local government involvement in developing sector specific projects and growth clusters
which strengthen the knowledge based economy.

The need to demonstrate the added value of transnational projects through concrete
actions that provide an impact at a local level is welcomed by the WLGA. In additional the
WLGA agrees with the overall aim of the programme:

NNove
wi t hi

“The Objective 3 North West Europe Progr amme
approach of transnational cooperation on territorial i ssues and by buil di
territorial potentials, aims to achieve a more cohesive, balanced and sustainable
development of the NWE area, and thus to contribute to the overall competitiveness of the
Community territoryinthe gl obal i sed worl d”.

Moreover, WLGA welcomes the three cross-cutting issues that need to be considered in all
project proposal s, with respect to the Lisbo

territorial disparities, and hope that the Programme complement provides specific guidelines
for project partners on how to address these issues.
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Are you generally in favour of the proposed priorities and objectives outlined in
chapter 4?

WLGA believes that the priority themes outlined for the NWE transnational activity will allow
local authorities to develop projects that will provide an impact on the ground.

With regards to Priority 3: Improving connectivity in NWE by promoting intelligent and
sustainable transport solutions, WLGA believes that an extra objective should be added to
reflect the issue of connectivity to the rural peripheral areas of the NWE spatial planning
area, thus balancing the territorial development. The issue of urban-rural relationships is
picked up in Priority 4: Promoting sustainable and dynamic communities at the
transnational level, however, the importance of connectivity (in terms of transport and ICT
networks) warrants its own objective within Priority 3.

3. Do you have any suggestions for actions requiring transnational
cooperation which could bring additional benefit for the development of the
area?

Actions within the new programme need to be able to demonstrate a transnational benefit
and value to the NWE area. Moreover, the issue being addressed through a proposed
project needs to outline why the project cannot deliver results WITHOUT a transnational
element.

Understanding the issue of transnationality was a problem within the current programme,
and therefore guidance from the secretariat is needed at the outset of the new programme,
within the Programme complement.

With regards to specific actions that would bring additional benefit to the NWE area the
WLGA would envisage a broader debate on this subject at a regional, then national level.
To date we are not aware that this has taken place; however, due to the input and impact
at a local level we believe that local government is an integral part of the partnership for
delivery.
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4. The programme would welcome comments on the use of the proposed
territorial corridors and zones in chapter 5 as a strategic approach for actively
encouraging the development of integrated projects covering both more than
one of the programme'’s priorities as well as different sectoral policies.

The examples of ,tr ans n a&tandwgones With doasiderdble potertialt c or
for coordinating regional strategies"”™ in the f
but needs to pursued through the correct channels. Developing the correct partnerships at

a local, regional, national and European level to assure delivery of strategic, integrated

projects will be essential.

The six corridors as outlined on page 74 of the consultation document need also to be
interlinked, and not seen in isolation, but rather in assisting to develop to entirety of the
NWE area. In addition, we seek clarification on how these territorial corridors will deliver
the objectives in each of the priorities, especially within Priorities 1 and 2.

Delivering , s t r gtojects'istwould not be at the expense of support to small and medium-
sized innovative projects that often facilitate the development of much larger-scale initiative
projects at a transnational level. The Lisbon agenda cannot only be about a certain type of
large-scale project, it also needs to support indigenous development. Such pilot projects in
Wales demonstrate how small-scale innovative projects can facilitate the development of
much larger-scale development across the continent.

For further information please contact:

Alexia Taylor — Policy Officer (Europe)
alexia.taylor@wlga-brussels.org.uk

Welsh Local Government Association
European Office

Ty Cymru 6™ Floor

Rond Point Schuman 11

B1040 Brussels

Belgium

Tel:  +32 (0) 2 506 44 84
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