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Introduction  
 

This briefing note provides an overview of the proposed Territorial Cooperation 
Programmes for 2007-2013.  It covers all three strands  of the new Territorial 
Cooperation Objective, and draws on information included in the draft Operational 
Programmes.  The information in this briefing note, therefore, needs to be treated 
with some caution as it is possible there could be some changes in the final 
programmes once approved.     
 
Structure of Territorial Cooperation  
 
The table below shows the three new strands, which are similar to the structure of 
the Interreg Community Initiative for 2000 -2006.  The table also shows the 
differences between the three cooperation strands:  
 

Territorial Cooperation Strands  Eligibility for Wales  

Cross Border Cooperation (replaces 
Interreg 3A)  
 
ñédevelopment of cross-border economic 
social and environmental activities 
through joint strategies for sustainable 
territorial development.ò 
 

Gwynedd, Isle of Anglesey, Conwy, 
Denbighshire, Carmarthenshire, 
Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. 
Possibility of adjacent areas being 
involved and will be assessed on a case-
by-case basis 

Transnational Cooperation (replaces 
Interreg 3B)  
 
ñéestablishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, through the 
financing of networks and of actions 
conducive to integrated territorial 

Whole of Wales eligible in two zones: 

 North West Europe 
 Atlantic Area 



development.ò 

Interregional Cooperation (replaces 
Interreg 3C) 

 Inter reg IVC (Regions for 
Economic Change) 

 URBACT II (Regions for Economic 
Change) 

 ESPON II 
 INTERACT II 

 
ñétransfer experience and jointly develop 
approaches and instruments that improve 
the effectiveness of regional development 
policies and contribute to economic 
modernisation.ò 

No geographical restrictions for EU 
regions so whole of Wales automatically 
qualifies. 

 



 

CROSS BORDER COOPERATION (CBC)  
WALES-IRELAND 2007-2013 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Wales-Ireland 2007-2013 
Headline information on the programme 

Objectives: 
Through an integrated approach to economic, environmental, social and technological issues the Wales-Ireland 
programme seeks to further develop the cross border region and 

 contribute to its greater competitiveness and sustainable development 

 improve its overall economic, environmental and social well-being 

 achieve a more cohesive, balanced and sustainable development of the Wales-Ireland cooperation area, and thus 
contribute to the overall competitiveness of the Community territory in a globalised world  

Financial details: 
Programme budget: approx. ú70 million 
Maximum grant rate: up to 75% 

Eligible areas: (see map below) 
Wales: Gwynedd, Isle of Anglesey, Conwy, Denbighshire, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire. 
Ireland: Dublin, Mid East and South East. 
Possibility of adjacent areas being involved and will be 
assessed on a case-by-case basis 

Draft Priorities & Specified Objectives 
1.   Knowledge, Innovation and skills for growth 
i) Innovation and competitiveness 
ii) Skills for competitiveness and employment integration 

2. Climate Change and Sustainable Regeneration   
i)     Climate Change and Sustainable Development 
ii)     Sustainable Regeneration of Communities 

Types of activities envisaged: Some broad details available. Types of actions vary according to the specified objectives 
within each of the priority axes. The following types of activities are included: 

 Information & awareness raising campaigns, training 

 Staff exchanges 

 Pilot actions 

 Networking activities, exchange of best practice 

 Workshops, seminars, conferences 

 Analysis and studies 

 Collaborative research projects 

 Small scale investment projects having a strictly cross-border nature 

 Creation of language learning modules 

 Setting up of working groups 

Eligible beneficiaries: the programme will seek applications from the public, private, voluntary and community sectors.  
Examples of these sectors include higher and further education institutions, local authorities, industry association and 
enterprise agencies, state sponsored bodies, voluntary organisations and community development groups and 
associations. 

Selection process:  A Programme Monitoring Committee (PMC) will be established in order to facilitate programme 
implementation.  The PMC is able to establish one or more Steering Committee, drawn from various stakeholders, and the 
principal task will be to select projects.  



 
TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION: North West Europe 

 
 

North West Europe Programme Area: 2007-2013 



 

North West Europe Programme  
Headline information on the programme 

Objectives: 
To capitalise on the co-operation between key actors to address territorial issues across the NWE area, in order to 
contribute to the areaôs economic competitiveness while equally promoting regionally balanced and sustainable 
development. 
 

Three cross-cutting themes: 
 To strengthen the economic competitiveness of NWE in response to the Lisbon agenda; 

 To increase the environmental sustainability of NWE in response to the Gothenburg agenda 

 To achieve a stronger territorial balance of NWE by reducing regional disparities reflecting the aim of the EU Cohesion 
Policy 

Financial details: 
Programme budget: ú335 million 
UK allocation of ERDF: ú119m 
Maximum grant rate: 65% 

Eligible areas: (see map) 
Whole of UK, Ireland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and parts of 
France, Germany, Netherlands and Switzerland. 
Up to 20% of ERDF can go to partners outside the eligible 
areas but within the EU. Up to 10% can go outside EU. 

Priorities & Objectives 
1) Knowledge based economy & innovation 
i) Promote greater entrepreneurship and facilitate the translation of innovations and knowledge into (marketable) 

products, processes & services 
ii) Develop new and strengthen existing growth clusters and SME networks by building on endogenous potentials 

iii) To use and improve territorial cooperation in order to strengthen the institutional and territorial framework for 
innovation and the transfer of knowledge  

2) Natural resources and risk management 
i) To promote an innovative and sustainable approach to natural resource management, including water, landscapes, 

biodiversity and energy, and waste management 
ii) To promote an innovative approach to risk management and prevention, in particular water management (effects of 

the high concentration of human activities in coastal areas and river valleys; impacts of sea level rise on coastal areas 
and flood risk; the marine environment) in the context of climate change 

iii) To promote a transnational and spatial approach to improving the quality of soil, water and air, to minimising 
greenhouse gas emissions and to reducing noise pollution 

3) Sustainable transport and ICT solutions 
i) To manage transport growth through optimisation of the capacity of existing (uni-modal) transport infrastructure for 

both passenger and freight transport 
ii) To support effective and innovative multi-modal strategic actions and efficient inter-operable systems on land, water 

and air 
iii) To develop innovative approaches to the use of ICT in order to improve connectivity, including approaches aimed at 

reducing the need to travel and at replacing physical mobility through virtual activity for both passenger mobility and 
freight transport 

4) Strong and prosperous communities  
i) Promote transnational actions that will enhance the economic and social performance of cities, towns and rural areas; 

including the economic potential of local and regional assets 
ii) Identify and develop collective actions that will improve the environmental quality and attraction of towns and cities 

including the sustainable use of the cultural heritage, tourism, the creative economy and sustainable and innovative 
energy practices 

iii) Promote transnational responses to the impacts of demographic change and migration on the NWE territory 

http://www.nweurope.org/



