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INTRODUCTION

1. The Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) represents the 22 local authorities in
Wales, and the three national park authorities, the three fire and rescue authorities,
and four police authorities are associate members.

2. It seeks to provide representation to local authorities within an emerging policy
framework that satisfies the key priorities of our members and delivers a broad range
of services that add value to Welsh Local Government and the communities they
serve.

3. The WLGA believes that cross border co-operation has a vital role in achieving
cohesion and development in the Ireland / Wales programme area, through the
exchange of experience and good practice between relevant actors leading to the
development of new activities, practices and systems.

4. The WLGA believes that cross border cooperation can add significant value to the
activities and development at the local level, and that the Wales Ireland programme
has demonstrated this in the past.

5.  Local authorities have been one of the leading players in Wales in terms of maximising
the opportunities and benefits from the current Wales / Ireland Cross Boarder Interreg
programme. The programme proximity to local actors enables concrete project
development and strong involvement from local authorities, who have played a critical
part in developing and implementing projects to date, delivering innovative, strategic
results.

6. In addition, the WLGA and local authorities have provided extensive expertise into the
current programme through Programme Monitoring Committees and Steering
Committees, and wish to be involved in these areas of work in the future.

7. The WLGA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft Ireland / Wales
Operational Programme 2007 — 2013 and would welcome future involvement in the

programme as it evolves.
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Response to the questionnaire

The Analysis

Do you agree with the overall Vision for the Cross Boarder Region?

Do you agree with the analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats facing the region?

The WLGA believes that the analysis provided in the Draft Operational Programme reflects
the situation at present in the cross boarder region, and welcomes the projects and results
that have been developed through the past programmes.

However, it seems that there is no specific vision outlined within the Draft Operation
Programme. The overarching objective of the programme as stated on page 46 and the
subsequent priority axes would be enhancedt hr ough “ A Vi si on eogfi otnh g
highlighting the outcomes and aspirations of the programme.

With regards to the SWOT analysis, the WLGA believes the assessment of weaknesses plays
down the issues of the more peripheral and rural areas within the programme. The issue of
‘“met eness of wihoregards doraeesstdo markets and public services is covered
within the weaknesses of the Welsh region but is NOT highlighted and emphasised enough
within the priorities.

The document is also inconsistent, with the Irish SWOT providing details on the external
and internal opportunities and threats. The Welsh SWOT would be improved if it were
consistent with the Irish example.

The strategy

Do you agree with the strategy?

Do you agree with the aims and objectives for the programme?
Do you agree with the monitoring and evaluation strategy?

With regards to the proposed strategy the WLGA believes that the next programme from
2007-2013 must build upon the projects, results and achievements of the previous
programmes — which local authorities within Wales have played an vital role.

The WLGA would welcome the inclusion of policy documents other than Welsh Assembly
Government initiatives that are relevant to the priorities and the specific geographical area.
For example policy documents from the university sector, Countryside Council for Wales
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and local government, as well as other stakeholders will be relevant due to the fact that
they will address the mor e speci f iissues ‘withincthd Welshk drea of the
programme.

Priorities
Do you agree with the focus of the priorities?
Do you agree with the proposed priority level indicators?

WLGA believes that the priority themes outlined for the Ireland / Wales programme area
from 2007-2013 will allow local authorities to develop projects that will provide an impact
on the ground.

However, with regards to Priority 1: Knowledge and Innovation and skills for growth the
themes (1 and 2) both cover competitiveness. It would be logical therefore to have
competitiveness within t lowtionpand Skills forygrowtth and
competitiveness’ , with themes 1 and 2 as
“Skills for emplrespeativelp.t i ntegration’

The WLGA would agree with the consultation document that the Wales Ireland Networking
(WIN) scheme, as indicated on page 57 should be put in place at the earliest possible
opportunity. On the contrary to the Draft Operational Programme we would envisage this
to be financed through the TA budget rather than under priority 1 — as suggested — as it
makes the WIN scheme too restrictive.

One of the stated objectives within priority 2, theme 2, is to promote ‘the need to
regenerate areas through giving recognition to the assets within communities and their
wi der cul t ur.aThe WL&A Belgpvesthisskiould be widened to include heritage.
It should not be assumed that *“cultural b
we would recommend specifically mentioning heritage within the main objectives, with an
appropri ate opiemdaitc¢ @ainiivbeing added

Cross Cutting Themes

Do you agree with the proposed objectives and approach to mainstream Equal
Opportunities within the programme?

Do you agree with the proposed objectives and approach to mainstreaming
Sustainable Development within the programme?
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The WLGA welcomes the two cross-cutting issues that need to be considered in all project
proposals and hopes that the Programme complement provides specific guidelines for
project partners on how to address these issues.

Implementation arrangements

Do you agree with the proposals for the broad allocation of resources?

Do you agree with the proposals for Technical Assistance?

Do you agree with the proposals for the Programming Monitoring Committee
(PMC)?

Do you agree with the other implementation provisions in Chapter 8?

The WLGA agrees with the allocation of funds and with the equal reduction from both the
priorities to Technical Assistance (TA). We would welcome more detailed information
concerning the financial allocations once the member States have finalised their national
allocations.

With regards to the proposals for TA the WLGA believe that it would be helpful for the Draft
Operational Programme to provide details of the split between the two specified schemes.

In additional the WLGA would like to highlight the following issues and moreover seeks

clarity on these concerns:

1. Support to the Interreg Development Officers: within Wales two project development
officers are financed through the TA budget of the current programme. The WLGA
believes that these posts should remain to be financed through TA within the new 2007-
2013 programme.

2. Amount of TA to the managing authority: the WLGA are concerned with the amount of
TA that might potentially be taken by the managing authority due to the fact that the
managing authority for the new programme will move from the Wales European funding
Office (WEFO) to the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly (SERA). This concern
relates directly to theissueo f ‘el ect r oni c utlhedtompade®la nsf er’ as

3. Change in the lead partner principle: due to the fact that changes in the lead partner
principle have occurred, it would be helpful for TA to be used for training and support
for this function.

WLGA does not agree with the proposals for the PMC and would like to extend that concern
to the Steering Committees as well. Within the consultation draft it is stated that the PMC
(and PSC) “ winter| alia ceprasentativesefrom: the Managing Authority, the
Department of Finance, the Welsh Assembly Government, regional bodies and social
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partners.’ Local government does not fit
experience, role and responsibilities of local government within the 2000-2006 programme
and before, we are highly concerned that local government representation has been
deleted. This seems even more bazaar when you consider the overall objective (as stated
in the Introduction, chapter 1 of the consultation document) for the new European
Territor i awhichOibjined at stremgthening cross boarder co-operation through
joint/localand regional initiatives.'’

Following close consultation with local authorities within Wales many are concerned with

i nt

i ssue of payments of grant o |h prograsg eeports wjll bavh i ¢ h
provided with payment cl| ai Webeleve thaténaoler to@awid r y s i

any potential problems with cash flows payment grants are submitted on a quarterly basis.

Additionally, the WLGA would welcome more information ont he “ Communi cat i o
Pan , specifically how the plan wil/l be finance

Other issues
Are there any other issues which you wish to highlight?

As outlined in the implementation arrangements above, the role of the Interreg
development officers has been vital to delivering projects, due to the fact that they have an
excellent understanding of the programme detail and focus solely on the cross boarder
programme. It must be stressed that these development officers should remain focused on
the Ireland Wales 2007-2013 programme, and therefore NOT cover the other geographic
programmes, namely under Interreg IVB (North West European and Atlantic Area) nor the
Interreg IVC programmes.

For further information please contact:

Alexia Taylor — Policy Officer (Europe)
alexia.taylor@wlga-brussels.org.uk

Welsh Local Government Association
European Office

Ty Cymru 6™ Floor

Rond Point Schuman 11

B1040 Brussels

Belgium

Tel:  +32 (0) 2 506 44 84
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